SPEECH OUTLINE
Audience Perspective: Generally speaking, when the topic of foster care is brought up, people  immediately enter a stigma about the topic.  I plan to provide basic background information on foster children so that my audience can see the figures and understand what some commonalities are which transpire before the child enters foster care. Next I would like to show the audience the numbers that describe what happens to the children (reunification, aging out, etc.) from there. I would also like to show the audience a small perspective of the foster parents.
Speaker Ethos (Experience/Credibility) I was in foster care myself twice during my youth, once while I was eight, and the second time was just after I turned 13 until the age of 18. Coming out perhaps a little farther ahead than some of my peers, enlightened perhaps, I better understand both sides of foster care, appreciative of some of the parenting I encountered as well as carry an understanding for being a foster child.
Organizational Pattern: Topical/Cause-Effect
Specific Purpose: My audience will learn the basic information about fostering and hopefully see the circumstance in a new light.
Thesis Statement:  Being a foster child doesn’t always mean that the child is bad. 
I.) Introduction
a. Hook:  “What is the first thing you think of when you hear “foster child”?
i. Note their responses (at least five?) Compare to results from text message.  
1. Out of 20 people, my responses were 
a. Adoption (6)
b. Sibling (2)
c. Personal experience (3)
d. Don’t know (9)
e. Dysfunctional family (1)
f. Abandonment (2)
ii. I was surprised by my personal findings, as I had thought many people assumed that fostering was something that was to be frowned on. Because of my experience… (next topic)
b. Indicate your expertise with this topic: I have been in foster care twice, once as a young child and again from 13 until 18. During that time, my experience showed me that many people looked down of fostering.
c. Thesis: Being a foster child doesn’t always mean that the child is bad.
d. Preview: DCFS
II.) Body
a. First Major point (key words) Statistics about youth entering DCFS custody
i. 2010 Fiscal year (calendar year Oct-Oct)
ii. Detail (Key words) – you can include references here or make a separate line item: Statistics from DCFS about children entering state’s custody.  (First slide)
1. DCFS 35738; 19,808; 8,342
2. Witness to DV or victim of DV
3. Substance abuse60%
4. Neglect 42%
a. States custody vs foster care
5. 2,021 of 8,342  placed in foster car
b. Detail (key words):  Explain the graph
	Year
	Point In Time
	Annual Total

	2009
	2324
	4705

	2009
	2266
	4708

	2007
	2051
	4353

	2006
	2029
	3875

	2005
	1896
	3680

	2004
	1997
	3781

	2003
	2085
	3760

	2002
	2226
	3860

	2001
	2386
	4040

	2000
	2699
	4263

	1999
	2661
	4401

	1998
	2695
	4532

	
	
	


c. OUTCOMES
i. Explain the outcomes of children entering foster care.
1. What happens while the child is in foster care
2. End results of placement.

III.) Conclusion
a. Now that you have a better understanding of some of the reasons that children enter foster care, you now also are hopefully able to see that although some children who have entered the system are there for delinquent behaviors, more often than not, the child is actually there because of extenuating circumstances outside of his or her control. Thus meaning that although the child might have come from a bad home, it doesn’t mean that he or she is actuallybad. 
